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A Rescue Shared
Lucy Mackenzie is
committed to
enhancing the bonds
between animals and
people through
education and care.

This past November marked the
five-year anniversary of the largest
rescue in Lucy Mackenzie Humane
Society’s history. On November 13,
2014, Lucy Mackenzie, working with
the Woodstock Police, VT Dept.
of Agriculture, Springhill Horse
Rescue and Green Mountain Horse
Association, rescued 23 severely
neglected Arabian horses from a
Woodstock Farm.
The horses would face months
of care and rehabilitation before
moving on to their new homes. It

was a massive undertaking that
was made possible by the kindness
and generosity of hundreds of
volunteers and donors that all
rallied together and selflessly
offered their time and monetary
support.
In the first seven months of the
rescue alone, over 7,000 hours
of care was given to the horses,
and nearly $6,000 worth of
consumables – items such as hay,
alfalfa and grain – were required
with each (Continued on Page 3)
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New Shelter Hours:
Tuesday thru
Saturday
12 - 4PM

& now open until 7P
on Thursday!
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Meet the "Cat Guy"
I'm honored to be the new President of Lucy Mackenzie Humane
Society, a noble institution that was
here, caring for animals in need, a
century before I arrived, and hopefully will endure for centuries after
I'm gone. I've been pushing brooms
and petting animals for years now as
a volunteer and love when someone
meets me and asks "Are you John…
the Cat Guy?" I'm only saddened
that I don't qualify to be recognized
Turtle, 2016
as the "Dog Guy," too! I need to
work on that.
I also love to hear a visitor to the shelter exclaim how healthy and comfortable the animals look, how clean and bright and cheerful the facility is. Many
people work diligently 365 days a year to keep it that way, caring for the
animals and providing them with whatever they need.
But there is another section to the shelter, rarely seen by the public, that is
also clean, and bright and the animals there are getting healthier and more
comfortable hour by hour and day by day. Each and every day, in those spaces, Lucy Mackenzie treats cats and dogs (and the occasional bunny or horse)
behind the scenes in a quiet healing area where they can be rehabilitated. A
protected place where they can recover from whatever trauma, injury or illness requires our gentle attention.
People hear about the large newsworthy stories in the press involving dozens of mistreated animals, and we are absolutely ready to provide all the help
that we can in those cases. But what people don't see or realize is that every
day of every year we have numerous animals who we are caring for behind
the scenes and giving them a chance to get better so that someday they can
be out with our visitors and be considered to be taken home, to their forever
home.
Once they are healed, from whatever challenge they came in with, we will
proudly put them in the public portion of Lucy Mackenzie and gladly tell our
visitors how brave and tenacious and wonderful they are.
Because these furry friends really are all those things…
Best wishes,
John Zahara
President, Board of Trustees

Mi Shar Ami and Almuth enjoy each other's company while grazing in a temporary pen at Lucy Mackenzie, mid 2015.
(Continued from Page 1) passing month.

The spirit and heart of the community
was equal to that of the spirit and
heart of the horses, and, together,
everybody came through.
Five years later, the affects of
the rescue are still being felt. This
rescue has never been forgotten
by the community and it became a
strong, fiscal learning curve for Lucy
Mackenzie and a reminder for why we
are here. Most importantly, it still lives

on within the horses themselves, with
many of them now relocated both
near and far, living loving, thriving
lives. This rescue become a part of us
all and is such a world apart from that
cold winter day of 2014.
Back then, it was a real step into
the unknown as to whether such an
enormous endeavor could even be
accomplished, let alone be sustained.
The experience, though, now carries
us all ably forth into the future, into

a new decade, and serves Lucy
Mackenzie day-in, day-out, as we in
turn serve each of the animals.
Sometimes life’s struggles can be
heartbreaking, but beyond them –
when a community comes together
– they can truly bring out the best in
humanity, and above all else provide
a real hope for those desperate lives
who need it.

LMHS Rehabilitation and Recovery
Fund
For many animals, their arrival at Lucy Mackenzie marks the beginning of a
long road to recovery. Many are ill or suffering from an undiagnosed ailment,
and many are suffering from neglect or trauma, and their care can become
quite expensive very quickly. This is why we will soon be introducing the “LMHS
Rehabilitation and Recovery Fund.”
This fund will be used specifically to cover the costs of caring for those animals
that are being rehabilitated prior to being available for adoption. It will help to
support the care of an animal’s recovery up until the day they are adoptionready.
Donations made towards this restricted fund will be tracked separately, and
will pay for medication, care provided by our staff, food, testing and more.
One of the largest aspects, and certainly one of the most costly, of what we do
every day is done behind the scenes, caring for the animals that are recovering
in our in-take areas. We look forward to sharing their stories and highlighting
some of the most compassionate work we do. Please stay tuned for further
announcements about the “LMHS Rehabilitation and Recovery Fund” coming
later this year!

Capone, 2016
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23
found

The story of the 2014
Arabian horse rescue
On November 13, 2014,
Lucy Mackenzie Humane
Society seized 23 neglected
Arabian horses from a farm
in Woodstock, VT.
In honor of the five-year
anniversary, “23 Found” is
a short film that revisits the
rescue, and also visits with
a few of the adopted horses
– Monarchy, Conzerta and
Concenta.
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watch the film now!

where to watch?
Visit YouTube & search for "Lucy Mackenzie
Humane Society", or simply scan the QR Code
below with your phone:
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23 Found 23 Saved
Song lyrics by Ruth Thompson

November 13, Two Thousand Fourteen, was a day
we'd like to forget
But only for the memory of the visions of neglect
When 23 Horses, walked out of the darkness, from
a cold and captive barn
Left behind their afflictions, but not their given names

Jake's Friends Fund
Jake's Friends Fund, established in memory of a wonderful
dog named Jake, is an emergency care fund that ensures no
companion animal will ever have to be euthanized or suffer
simply because access to medical care is beyond somebody’s
financial means.
There’s no denying how much our companion animals enrich
our lives simply by being part of our family, providing us with
an unlimited supply of selfless love and joy. Imagine having to
make the choice between feeding your family and providing
your beloved dog or cat with needed medical treatment? This is
why Jake’s Friends Fund exists.
We receive calls year round from community members
that are in dire need of financial assistance in order to
provide medical care for their companion animals. Loving and
responsible families and individuals can fall on hard times
at any moment, and can suddenly find themselves living
paycheck to paycheck. Jake’s
Friends Fund enables Lucy
Mackenzie Humane Society to
support the veterinarian care
for animals owned by loving
and responsible community
members when they need us
most.
Jake’s Friends Fund also
helps us to cover extraordinary
veterinarian costs for the
animals at Lucy Mackenzie. Over the years, we’ve been able to
help dogs in need of cruciate repairs, cats in need of exploratory
surgery to remove blockages, and so much more. Thanks
to Jake’s Friends Fund, we’re able to provide our very own
residents with a quality of care and life that all animals deserve.
This past December, we were honored to receive a substantial
donation from the New England Foundation for Animal Health.
Since 1998, NEFAH has been committed to their mission of
“people helping people helping pets” by providing funding to
people and organizations that help to provide animal health
care. NEFAH has made a remarkable difference in the lives of
countless animals, and we are honored to carry on their mission
through Jake’s Friends Fund.
To donate to Jake’s Friend Fund, or if you or someone you know is
having difficulties providing care and support for an animal, please
contact Lucy Mackenzie Humane Society today.
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23 Found, 23 Saved, in our minds forever engraved
Despite the silence of no one around, they never
gave up the fight
The work and faith of, many who cared, gave hope
for 23 Arabian Horses lives
Hundreds came from everywhere to give of their time
Round the clock, love and care, was on
everyone's mind
Each day they grew stronger, and the sparkle
returned in their eyes
23 Horses in the Green Mountains and a, strong
will to survive
23 Found, 23 Saved, In our minds forever engraved
Now Joyful sounds all around, they never
gave up the fight
The work and faith of, many who cared, gave hope
for 23 Arabian Horses, lives
23 Found, 23 Saved, In our minds forever engraved
23 Found, 23 Saved, In our minds forever engraved
23 Found, 23 Saved, In our minds forever engraved
Fortana, Araby, Samba, Emanora, Kialectric,
Iman, Conzerta, Cayanna, Sube, Gallanta, Friday,
Aladina, Gondolea, Esador, Aladidaa, Allegro,
Kahuts, Gallant Lad, Concenta, Mustah,
Mi Shar Ami, Almuth, Monarchy
Ruth Thompson, songwriter, was a valued volunteer
during the horse rescue. To listen to Ruth perform
"23 Found 23 Saved", check out the link at lucymac.org.
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Calendar of Events

Winter/Spring

Cabin Fever Italian Supper

Dinner & Auction

Come dine with us on a menu
of lasagna and more, all in
support of the animals in our
care.

Join us for "Paws for the Cause,"
our largest fundraising event
of the year, and enjoy a lively
auction and dinner at the
Woodstock Country Club.

April 4

June 4

Dog Training Classes

Show 'N Go Fun Match
Take part in our Spring Show
‘N Go Fun Match at the shelter.
All breeds and all levels are
welcome! Obedience, Rally,
Agility and CGC Testing will be
offered.

Sign up for a variety of dog
training classes held throughout
the year on Tuesday evenings
and Saturday mornings.
Next session begins:
Tues, May 12 & Sat, May 16

Date TBD
* More details on all our events @ lucymac.org!

Get closer to your favorite animal shelter on:

lucymac.org

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

YouTube

Simply aim your camera phone at the relevant QR code above, and click on the link, or search for
"Lucy Mackenzie Humane Society" on the relevant platform.
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Lucy Mackenzie is one
of the nation’s oldest
continually operating
no-kill humane societies.
We are committed to
enhancing the bonds
between animals and
people through
education and care.

Five Years Later
This edition of MacChat reflects on the Arabian horse rescue
of 2014, looking back at the lives that it affected and the lives
that it saved.

Cabin Fever
Italian Supper
Saturday, April 4

• Seatings at 5:30pm & 7:00pm
• $15 per person, or
$10 for kids under 10 & senior citizens

Call to reserve your seat in advance or
purchase at the door!

