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Adoption Successes: 
A Year in Review
by Jackie Stanley

At the heart of Lucy Mackenzie's 
mission is finding loving, responsible 
homes for the animals that come to 
our shelter – homes that will cherish 
these precious animals for the rest 
of their lives.  This past year, as with 
all other years, we said farewell to 
many cats and dogs as they moved 
on to their new homes.  Here are 

just a few of the animals whose 
lives were transformed in 2017:

Pierre: A staff and volunteer favorite 
since he arrived in 2011, Pierre’s 
personality, voracious appetite and 
spirited independence often left 
him overlooked by potential adop-
ters.  (Continued on Page 3) 

8

MacChat

2

3

Our Changing
Times

Adoption Successes:
A Year in Review

5K-9 Run for the 
Animals 

A Brighter 
Future         

 Donate Today!

A LOOK INSIDE:

Cabin Fever 
Italian Supper



Lucy Mackenzie
Humane Society

P.O. Box 702
Brownsville, VT 05037

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Susan Copeland
President

Jeanne Matos
Vice President
Corinne Barr

Treasurer
Liz Galloway

Secretary
Ashley Crihfield                  

Craig Hervey
Beth Kamhi

Danny Kogut
Karen Montella
Meme Savelberg

John Zahara
Trustees Emeritus

Jim Bulmer
Jackie Hoyt

Barbara Kaufman
Sue Winton

SHELTER STAFF

Heidi Edmunds
Executive Director

Jackie Stanley
Shelter Manager

Vinnie Corio
Rebecca Drexler
Hannah Gross
Kristin Kelly
Robin Powell

Ember Rushford-Emery

2

Celebrating
100YEARS

1915 - 2015

Celebrating
100YEARS

1915 - 2015

Our Changing Times
   

Our shelter has come a long way over the 
years, having to adapt to the many differ-
ent changes we see in sheltering today.  In 
1915, Frank Mackenzie established Lucy 
Mackenzie Humane Society in memory of 
his wife Lucy Collamer Mackenzie.  Origi-
nally, it was conceived to help take care 
of dogs, cats, horses and children, but in 
the years that followed the focus soon fell 

solely on the animals.
When I first started working for Lucy Mackenzie a little over 20 years ago, 

we only provided shelter for cats and dogs in a very small facility located on 
Cox District Road in Woodstock.  Day-to-day, there were many challenges we 
faced in a facility that was so small, but we made the most of what we had, 
ensuring that all the animals in our care were as comfortable and as happy as 
they could be.  

In 2007, we moved to our new shelter (our current location in West Wind-
sor), and what a change that was!  Not only did it transform the lives of all 
the animals who would come into our care, but it also changed the lives of all 
the staff and volunteers at the shelter, in how they could provide that care.  
Truly, Lucy Mackenzie had moved with the times — something that it needed 
to and, indeed, had to.

Today, in spite of this evolution, the staff and volunteers at Lucy Mackenzie 
still face many different challenges at the new shelter.  Every year, we face 
the rising cost of medical care for the animals,  the general operating costs 
of fuel, as well as food and insurance — the list goes on and is never ending.  
But with the support of generous friends like you, it is possible for us to con-
tinue in our mission of being there for all the animals who are in need!  

As we begin 2018, I want to thank the many people who help keep our 
doors open, and the many animals who are in our care, safe.  Every contribu-
tion that you make, whether it is volunteering, monetary, or simply a product 
donated from our wish list, they all help make a difference in the animals' 
lives!  But, more than that, they also help make a difference in all the lives of 
the people that care for them, better equipping them to face the ever-chang-
ing world of sheltering life.

Best wishes,

Heidi Edmunds
Executive Director, LMHS
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cats, and hypoallergenic diet, created 
barriers to him being adopted.  That 
is until the perfect couple met him 
earlier this December and knew that 
he was the one for them! (Total days 
spent in shelter: 829)

Hazel: After a new kitten was brought 
into her home, Hazel started acting 
out, and as a result was brought to 
us in 2011. During her time here, she 
had no choice but to live in our com-
munal cat rooms and sadly learned to 
keep to herself.  Everything changed 
this past year, though, when one of 
our volunteers couldn’t bear to see 
Hazel spending her twilight years in 
the shelter. Hazel now has absolutely 

no issues with the other cats in her 
new home, purrs all the while, and 
prefers to sleep cuddled up next to 
her new family! (Total days spent in 
shelter: 2,337) 

While these three animals remained 
here for years, others stayed just a 
few short weeks before they were 
adopted, such as Rainbow and Asha.  
Regardless of their length of stay, 
though, each animal now shares a 
similar chapter of their lives: they 
all found a temporary sanctuary at 
Lucy Mackenzie when they needed it 
most, and each of them now resides 
in a home with a family that they can 
each call their own. 

Bandito, in the arms of his new parents, ready to see his new home.

(Continued from Page 1)  Everything 
changed for this comical boy when 
his future adopter met him this past 
summer and fell in love with him.  He 
is now a treasured family member, liv-
ing the life he always deserved!  (Total 
days spent in shelter: 2,158)

Junior: Junior was brought to our 
shelter when the family he had spent 
the first 6 years of his life with were 
forced to move and had no choice 
but to surrender their dogs.  As heart-
breaking as that moment was, it was 
even more heartbreaking when his 
canine companion, Mia, was adopted 
and Junior remained here.  A combi-
nation of his age, inability to live with 
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Adopting Counts!
• During 2017, the number of animals that Lucy Mackenzie took into its 
shelter is 266.
• The number of cats that have been adopted during that time is 179.
• The number of dogs adopted is 58.

To see the story of one cat's journey from coming to our shelter as a stray to his 
eventual adoption, check out the short film "This Is Jonesy" at lucymac.org!

Pierre Indigo Capone Riley

Junior Hazel Asha Rainbow

Helena Leon Tex Nola

Dawn Jada Mist

Front Cover Animals:

Chester



What a day it was!  This year's Lucy 
Mac 5K-9, once again held on the 
Ascutney Trails in Brownsville, VT, saw 
its highest turn-out of participants 
yet!  The 5K-9 is Lucy Mackenzie's 
second largest fundraiser of the year 
and helps raise much-needed funds 
for all the animals in our care.  Our 
thanks to all who participated and 
we look forward to seeing you at 

next year's race!

4



5

99Rock WFRD-FM
Members Advantage CCU

Los Dos Stanleys
Kurgo

PetLink
Martha Rose

Nestle Purina PetCare
HB Energy Solutions

Veremedy Pet Hospital
Auntie M’s Kritter Krunchies



A Brighter Future
by Ember Rushford-Emery

When dogs reside at Lucy Mackenzie 
Humane Society, they receive more 
than just base levels of care.  While 
they are here, shelter staff and volun-
teers strive to help transform their sto-
ries from those of uncertainty to ones 
of hope.  One such volunteer, Rebecca 
Haynes, has been a dedicated dog-
walker for the past four years.  Each 
Friday (and even holidays), Rebecca 
comes to not only provide the dogs 
with much-needed exercise, but to also 
help them embark on a new, brighter 
future.

And yet, it’s not just the dogs who 
are bettered by this experience.  Work-

Rebecca, alongside current residents Morgen and Oliver, enjoying one of their many walks on the Lucy Mackenzie grounds. 

During her time here, Rebecca 
highlights one dog in particular that 
stands out as her favorite transforma-
tion.  Surrendered in his golden years, 
Milo came to the shelter with a matted 
coat and forlorn demeanor.  After some 
“TLC and vet work, he was a hilarious, 
personable, energetic, silly dog,” she 
said.  Milo was eventually adopted to 

a loving home and 
family where he 
was treasured as 
his true self for the 
rest of his life—no 
doubt in part be-
cause of Rebecca’s 
kindness, dedica-

tion and compassion.

ing with the dogs has also enriched Re-
becca’s life, and has offered her a new 
perspective.  “I think the best thing 
that volunteering at the shelter has 
taught me is how not to judge books 
by their covers,” she said.  Meaning, 
namely, that all dogs are individuals 
regardless of their breed.  She now 
realizes that adopters are looking for 
“that developed 
personality that 
matches what 
they truly want 
in life” rather 
than the exterior 
“package” and 
what the animal 
merely looks like. By volunteering, 
Rebecca helps the dogs’ personalities 
shine through.

"I think the best thing that 
volunteering at the shelter 

has taught me is how not to 
judge books by their covers."

The Measure of Volunteering!
There aren't many rewards greater in life than spending your time helping 

those who are in need.  At Lucy Mackenzie, our generous volunteers can 
always be depended upon for taking care of the animals and enriching their 
lives.

On average each month, our volunteers graciously dedicate 178 hours of 
their time towards scrubbing kennels, grooming cats, walking dogs (regardless 
of weather!) and so much more. 

The rewards for these endeavors are very much felt on both sides — for the 
animals and for the kind, caring individuals who selflessly dedicate their time.

From all at Lucy Mackenzie, animals and humans alike, we thank you! 

Learn more about volunteering at www.lucymac.org/volunteer/
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Calendar of Events
Dog Training Classes
Sign up for a variety of dog training classes held 
throughout the year on Tuesday evenings and 
Saturday mornings.
Beginning Jan 9

Paws for the Cause Dinner & Auction
Be part of our largest fundraiser of the year 
and join us for an auction and dinner at The 
Quechee Inn at Marshland Farm. 
May 24

Cabin Fever
Enjoy a very special community Italian 
Dinner prepared by Culinary Institute of 
America-trained chef, Jeanne Matos. 
March 10

5K-9 Run for the Animals
Run or walk in our annual canine-friendly 
5K-9 and 1-Mile Fun Run on the Ascutney 
Trails in Brownsville, VT.
Oct 7
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Donate Today!
If you don't know Bart, you should 

because you helped save his life.  
Bart came to Lucy Mackenzie Hu-

mane Society after he was found roam-
ing the streets alone, in dire need of 
medical help.

Thanks to caring and giving people 
like you, Bart is just one of the many 
animals whose lives have been turned 
around while in Lucy Mackenzie's care 
— but what about the countless others 
who still need our help?

With your donation, we can ensure 
that every animal in our shelter 
receives the necessary care and treat-
ment they need, helping them find a 
loving home.

Please donate today, and help give 
all the animals at Lucy Mackenzie the 
opportunity to live the happy, healthy 
lives they each deserve!

To make your donation, visit 
www.lucymac.org and click donate.

Your Donation Matters!
Every donation Lucy Mackenzie receives helps to provide a tem-

porary safe haven for the animals in our shelter.  It also ensures the 
necessary medical treatment they need, as well as training and en-
richment, which greatly improves the quality of their lives. 

Donate today and help transform the lives of all the animals in our 
care!
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Transforming Lives!
From animals  to people, this edition of MacChat looks at 
how all lives can be transformed by the power of kindness 
and compassion, no matter what their walk of life.

Cabin Fever Italian Supper

Dine In or Take Out!

Saturday, March 10

Call to reserve your seat in
advance or purchase

at the door!

• $15 per person  • $10 for kids 
under 10 & senior citizens 

• BYOB • Seatings at 5:30pm & 7:00pm  
• Visit with the animals


